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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A communications method comprising: 
establishing a text instant messaging communication session between a sender 

and a recipient through an instant messaging host; 

facilitating a text instant message to be sent from the sender to the recipient 
during the session, the text instant message including message text inputted by the 
sender; 

enabling presentation of a first text instant messaging graphical user interface to 
the recipient that includes a display of the message text and an icon, the presentation of 
the first text instant messaging graphical user interface being conditioned on 
communication of the text instant message between the sender and the recipient; and 

enabling manipulation by the recipient of the icon to invoke voice communication 
between the sender and the recipient through the instant messaging hos t based on 
voice communication capabilities of the recipient . 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving 
and authenticating the text instant message from the sender at the instant messaging 
host. 


2 


PATENT 
U.S. App. No. 09/810,159 
Attorney Docket No. 10587.0298-00000 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2 wherein authenticating the text 
instant message comprises identifying a screen name associated with at least one of 
the sender and the recipient. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2 wherein authenticating the text 
instant message comprises identifying an IP address associated with at least one of the 
sender and the recipient. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising determining 
voice communication capabilities of the recipient at the instant messaging host. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 wherein determining voice 
communication capabilities comprises identifying hardware associated with the 
recipient. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 wherein determining voice 
communication capabilities comprises identifying software associated with the recipient. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 further comprising reporting 
the voice communication capabilities of the recipient to the sender. 
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9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 further comprising presenting 
a second text instant messaging interface to the sender that varies according to the 
capabilities of the recipient. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving, 
at the instant messaging host, a request to establish voice communication. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10 wherein the request is from 
the sender. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10 wherein the request is from 
the recipient. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10 further comprising 
authenticating the request. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1 1]] 13 wherein authenticating 
the request comprises identifying a screen name associated with at least one of the 
sender and the recipient. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1 1]] 13 wherein authenticating 
the request comprises identifying an IP address associated with at least one of the 
sender and the recipient. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling manipulation 
by the recipient of the icon to invoke voice communication comprises establishing a 
generic signaling interface channel, a control channel, and an audio channel between 
the sender and the recipient. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 further comprising 
attempting a mode UDP test on the audio channel. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 wherein the control channel 
comprises a TCP/IP socket. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 wherein the audio channel 
comprises a UDP channel. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 wherein the audio channel 
comprises a TCP channel. 

21. (Currently Amended) A communications apparatus comprising an instant 
messaging host configured to: 

establish a text instant messaging communication session between a sender and 
a recipient; 
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facilitate a text instant message to be sent from the sender to the recipient during 
the session, the text instant message including message text inputted by the sender; 

enable presentation of a first text instant messaging graphical user interface to 
the recipient that includes a display of the message text and an icon, the presentation of 
the first text instant messaging graphical user interface being conditioned on 
communication of the text instant message between the sender and the recipient; and 

enable manipulation by the recipient of the icon to invoke voice communication 
between the sender and the recipient based on voice communication capabilities of the 
recipient . 

22. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable medium storing a 
program comput e r program stor e d on a tangib le comput e r r e adable medium, 
comprising instructions for: 

establishing a text instant messaging communication session between a sender 
and a recipient through an instant messaging host; 

facilitating a text instant message to be sent from the sender to the recipient 
during the session, the text instant message including message text inputted by the 
sender; 

enabling presentation of a first text instant messaging graphical user interface to 
the recipient that includes a display of the message text and an icon, the presentation of 
the first text instant messaging graphical user interface being conditioned on 
communication of the text instant message between the sender and the recipient; and 
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enabling manipulation by the recipient of the icon to invoke voice communication 

between the sender and the recipient through the instant messaging hos t based on 

voice communication capabilities of the recipient . 

23. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory compute r-readable medium 
program of claim 22 wherein the non-transitory computer-readable medium [[is]] 
comprises a disc. 

24. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory compute r-readable medium 
program of claim 22 wherein the non-transitory computer-readable medium is provided 
as part of a client device. 

25. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory compute r-readable medium 
program of claim 22 wherein the non-transitory computer-readable medium is provided 
as part of a host device. 

26-36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein enabling manipulation 
of thejcon by the recipient to invoke voice communication comprises enabling 
manipulation by the recipient to invoke voice communication in response to delivery of 
the text instant message to the recipient. 
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38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the instant 
messaging host is configured to enable manipulation of the icon by the recipient to 
invoke voice communication by enabling manipulation by the recipient to invoke voice 
communication in response to delivery of the text instant message to the recipient. 

39. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory compute r-readable medium 
program of claim 22, wherein tho instruct i ons for enabling manipulation of the icon by 
the recipient to invoke voice communication includ e i nstruct i ons for includes enabling 
manipulation by the recipient to invoke voice communication in response to delivery of 
the text instant message to the recipient. 

40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Previously Presented) The communications method of claim 1, wherein the 
presentation of the first text instant messaging graphical user interface being 
conditioned on communication of the text instant message comprises not presenting the 
first text instant messaging graphical user interface if the text instant message is not 
received by the recipient. 

42. (Previously Presented) The communications apparatus or claim 21, wherein 
the presentation of the first text instant messaging graphical user interface being 
conditioned on communication of the text instant message comprises not presenting the 
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first text instant messaging graphical user interface if the text instant message is not 

received by the recipient. 

43. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer -readable medium system 
of claim 22, wherein the presentation of the first text instant messaging graphical user 
interface being conditioned on receipt of the text instant message comprises not 
presenting the first text instant messaging graphical user interface if the text instant 
message is not received by the recipient. 

44. (Previously Presented) A communications method comprising: 
receiving, from a sender, a text instant message addressed to a recipient, the 

text instant message including message text inputted by the sender; 

determining; in response to receipt of the text instant message, the capabilities of 
the recipient to accept voice communications; 

delivering the text instant message to the recipient; 

enabling presentation of a first text instant messaging graphical user interface to 
the recipient that includes a display of the message text and includes an icon, the 
presentation of the first text instant messaging graphical user interface being 
conditioned on whether the recipient is determined to be capable of accepting voice 
communications; and 

enabling manipulation by the recipient of the icon to invoke voice 
communications between the sender and the recipient through the instant messaging 
host. 
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